n Monday, june 28, the U.5. Supreme
Court ruled Chicago's 28-year-old
handgun ban unconstituiional. Over
the next four days, Mayor Daley
muscled the Chicago City Cotmeil into
passing a hastily dfafled ordinance
that places & whole new set of Hmitations and
regulations on gun owsership in the city.

Aldermen rush through a gun-control [aw they've Darely 18ad e s st Grisso with o
clean record to vegister one handgun 2 month
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Who really benefits? Mayor Daley. ime can bo lssembled and perible un

the owner can't take it oug of the hone, even
. inio the backyard, The weapons have to be
By Mick Dumbs , '

registered with the state and city, and their
owners must be trained and fingstprinted. .
Guns in homes where minors live have to be
locked away or equipped with trigger Iocks.
And anyons convicted of 2 gun offense is
required to disclose the information in a
publicly accessible registry modeled after those
for convicted sex offendess.

For Daley, though, the mere existence of the
ordinance was far more significant than its
contents. Quick passage of a new gun-control
law was the mayor’s top priority in the wake
of the Supreme Court decision: he wanted
to announce, in the strongest voice possible,
that not even the highest court in the Jand
was going to keep him from regulating guns
in his own city. Gun control has been a very
successful political strategy for Daley—ifnot a
suceessful crime-fighting strategy.

The ordinance passed 46-0, with five
alderme failing to show up for the vote. One
who was there—but didr't want to be named
because there’s no surer way to piss off the
mayor than to question his commitment to
fighting crime—told me he helieves Daley is
genuinely passionate about gun control. But
he said there's a widespread feeling around
City Hall that the mayor uses the issue to
rally support in high-crime black and Latino
communities while avoiding tougher issues like
police staffing and deployment.

“It’s something he’s got to have if he’s vanning
for reelection next year;’ the alderman said.

And Daley leaves aldermen Hittle room
for dissension. “Either we enact new and
reasonable handgun laws in Chicago t6 protect
our residents—as the council has done—or we
do nothing and risk greater gun violence in
our streets and in our homes,” he said winutes
after the vote last week. -

In other words: either you see it his way or’
you're part of the problem. It's a claim Daley and
“other top city officials made repeatedly over
the last few months. On numerous oceasions
they accused the Supreme Court of being an
accessory to bloodshed in the streets. “They don't
seem to apprediate the full scope of gun vidlence
in America," Daley said after the decision, “and
that it will continue vntil we understand that
there are reasonable and responsible steps we
can take as a nation to help end the needless
gun violence and harm that irresponsible -
people bring on our fiiends and family” -

The mayor was so successful at framing the
issue this way that he managed to stifte wider:
discugsion about erime and violence and even:
about the best ways to pursue gun conifol, ‘At
so while city leaders were acknowledging tha
the old ban was enacted too hastily in 1982
and had been rarely enforced in the years
since—they rammed through an even broader
gun-control law that the City Council barely:
reviewed before enacting. L

1 the Thursday before Memorial Day;
Daley held a press conference in th
Ogden Park field house in Englewoo
to discuss & pilot program to get kids offithe.
street this sumumer. Tn-three police districts
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out afier curfew—10 PM on weeknights, 11 on
weekends—will be taken to park field hounses
ipstead of police stations. There they'll receive
mentoring and sosial services before being
released to their parents.

“To me this is the kind of forward-looking
thinking we need to embrace in every area of
govemment,” Daley said. “We need to conduet
pilot programs, be creative and even bold in
our thinking and approaches.

Bt when questioned about issues beyond
the curfew plan, the mayor steered the
conversation back to the evils of guns. .

A reporter asked him about the ¢ity’s plan
ro prevent violence ovér the Memorial Day

kend. “The plan, orie, is that we
have a Memarial Day parade;’ the mayor said.
«That’s number ofie. 1 want to make sure you
wnderstand, its one of the largest parades in
‘the city of Chicago, We have over §,000 public
school students marching, and T'want to see all
the press there.” :

Others wanted his take on violent incidents
on the north lakefront earlier that week.

Daley blamed suburban youth who'd sent text
messages to each other to arrange meetings in
the city. “We know there’s texting going on,’
he said.

And when asked about a senior citizen
on the west side who'd armed himself—in
violation of the handgun ban—and killed an
armed intruder, the mayor launched into a yant
about the evils of guns, gun manufacturers,
and gun-rights advocates.

“1 think everybody understands the
frustration that people have in regards to
guns, you know, in that instance. And 1 think
we understand that. But again, the access to
guns in America, the aceess today, it's higher
than any period of time in Americe, And guns
on the strect will kill people. Tt's the access to
uns that you have in America. And I'm not
arguing about this instance. I understand some
frustration that's taken place, But access to
guns in Ametica will destroy America faster
than any war in America.,.” .

Still, another reporter asked: If the senior
citizen had followed the handgun ban, isn't it
possible he would be dead right now? That’s
what his family is seying.

“What I'm just saying: access to guns,” the
mayor said, “You're moxe likely to get killed by
someone walking down the street with a gun.
Aceess to guns.” .

But what about the sentor citizen, Daley was
asked—-will he be charged with viclating the
ban'

] don’t know;” the mayor said. “Thank you
yery much.”

He grabbed his papers from the podium and
walked out of the room,

lice superintendent Jody Weis is fond

of making major pronouncements about
crime trends end police strategy on Sunday
mornings, typically the sleepiest point in the
news cycle, On the morning of June 6 he held
a presser to announce that total crime from the
beginning of the year through the end of May
was down 5.8 percent from 2009,

But that was hardly the whole picture.
Some of the.other facts Weis disclosed under
questioning were far more revealing.

For starters, Weis acknowledged that
murders were up slightly, from 158 in 2009 to
164 in 2010, “Homicides continue to challenge
us;” he said. :

He went on to highlight some of the
department’s other sucesses, including
weapon seizures. From the beginning of 2010
through the end of May, Chicago police had
confiscated 3,513 weapons—an average of
about 22 a day. Among them were 130 assault

7

" weapens, or about oné a day.

But most of them were seized for
of state or federal gun laws. Wels couldit say
how the rity’s gun ban might be helplug stop
ar even slow the flow of arms into the city,

He defended the ban by noting that a
woman had been fatally shot in the Calumet
Heights neighborhood several nights earffer

“in a dispute over a card game. “People get

upset, they get angry—if that gun wasn't in the
house there’s probahly an excellens chance that
woman would b alive today,” Weis said. “It's
 perfect example of the dangers of having a
weapon inside of 2 home with folks who in my
opinion do not have the emotional maturity
and stability to have stich a'weapon inside the
house” -

Buit he wasn't any more willing than the
mayor to comment on ihe casé of the 80-year-
old west-side man who'd shot an armed
intruder, “We're still gathering the evidence on
that,” Weis said. .

Someone asked how the number of |
shootings in 2010 compared with the number
in 2009. Weis said he wasn’t sure offhand,
but a police department spokesrnan dug them
wp. Through May, he said, there had been 661
aggravated batteries involving firearms. That’s

. an average of more than four shootings a day,

and an increase of 2.4 percent from last year.

and police committees signed off on new
contracts for police officers and sergeants
without any debate or discussion.

But at least the aldermen had a chance to
digenss the contracts. Another key matter was.
1eft off the agenda altogether: understaffing in
the police departiment. w e

In April, 20 aldermen had signed &
yesolution sporisored by Second Ward .
alderman Robert Fiovetti calling for 2 public
hearing on police staffing. At the time there
were 11,320 officers on the payroll, 420 fewer
than twa years ago and 697 fewer than the
City Council approved in the 2010 budget. Yet
police committee chairman Anthony Beale has
never convened the hearing. . -

“We're looking at it—we're trying to figure -
out what's the best approach,” Beale sald after
the contracts were approved. “We all know
that the police department is understaffed and
we would Jike to get them up to staff and add
additional [officers]”

But the city doesr’t have the money, he
added. “We're in a budget crisis, and right -
now—I mean, right here, this contract that
were approving today is going to cost'the city
of Chicago $370 million. Ifyou add m
officers to that $370 million, wé have tofigire
out where we're going to get that money.’

Beale begged for patience, noting that he'd
only chaired the police committee sitice April,”
when Daley handpicked him for the post *"
event though eouncil rules say aldermen e
supposed to choose, LT

“We're probably going to have sonie hearings
on it he sald. “But again, I'm the new 3
chairman, and as soon as I walked in1 had this
contractput on my lap, So I've got to figure out
all the ordinances before the committee and .

Ewo days later the City Couneil’s finance-

 ben we 1 mave 1o

Ard irom there Tro sl
news gatting my fost wet! SR

Bt Beale can move fast when he's piished,
A wieek and 2 half latey, on June 18, the polics
and five comumittee held a hastily called
hearing on ancther jssng—a discussion of
“viclence and fire aym regisration regulation”

From its opening moments, the hearing was
2 rally for the city’s gun-control strategy-—a
platform for city officials, gun-eonirol
advocates, and community activists to argue
that the city needed to keep Chicagoans from
legally acquiring firearms even if the Supreme
Cowrt siruck down the ban. -

In nearly two hours of testimony, 10t one
witness raised questions abont the uiility of the
ban or other gun restrictions, Nor did anyone
discuss other potential causes of violence,

Beale told reporters that there was no need
10 hear from opponents ot even skeptics of the
city’s gun-control strategy. I think anybody
wheo's fighting commonsense gun legislation

will be considered the bad guy,” he said. “We're
trying to make our streets safer”

Still, you didn’t have to be Cherlton Heston
o find the discassion Jopsided.

“ was waiting to hear from someone from
the other side that 1 could argue with,” Sixth
Ward alderman Freddrenna Lyle, a gun-
control advocate, said afterward.

Tot that the witnesses who testified weren't
compelling. Robyn Thomas, executive direetor
of the San Francisco-based Legal Community
Against Violence, told the handful of aldermen
present—the number in attendance varied
from nine to two—that the council could
legally enact stringent training and regi ation
requiremerits. Harvard University econo

studies linking legal access to guns with higher
rates of accidental deaths, suicides, and even
robberies and burglaries. .
And it was impossible not to be moved by
the appeals of several parents whose childven
have been killed by guns in the last few years,
including leaders of the organization Furpose
Over Pain. “Pm agking that, if the gun ban
is lifted, that we put & stiict law in place -
Tequiring that the gans have to be locked up:
in people’s homes;” said Pamela Montgomery-
Bosley, whose 18-year-old son Terrell was shot
to death while unloading musical equipment
outside his church in 2006.
~ But the origins of the hearing were murky.
TNotice was posted on the city clerk’s website
on June 16 at 11:52 AM, less than two full days
ahead of time: And Beale wouldn't say whose
ilen 3t was. “This Is something that’s very dear
1o my heart,’ he said, “and beirig chairman of ..
police and fire, it gives Te an opportuiily 10
eduicate the community and see what we can
do 1o make our streets safer on a day to day”
hasis, and we're going to continue to do that”
He also wouldn’t say whéther Daley and
his aidés had been involved in putting the
hearing together. “As the new chairman, you
get briefed from the police department and
the law department and the different entities,
and again 1 have the charge as the chairmen of
bringing these things to the forefront™
Hemenway told me he'd learned about the

o
David Hemenway summarized a pumber of -

FEETOE T TS ot pTOiTg AT
which hias worked with the city to advance gin
control in Tiinois, Mosigomery-Hosley atid
other membérs of Purpose Over Pain régidarly
meet with the mayor and appeat with him

at most of his public events on gun contvol,
Thommas dida't return my esll

“1 want to believe they [thie city] didn't
spend money to fiy people ous here,” Lyle said
afterward, .

But Beale and a spokeswoman for the cliy’s
law department both denied having anything
to do with lining up wimesses. “I think what
we saw today was the importance and the
passion that the people have that are pushing
thetr legislators to have common-sense gun
legislation,” Beale said, “We posted the hearing
and people asked if they covld come and
testify, We had people coming from California
and we had people coming from Boston, so
again, if people hear it outside the city of
Chicago, 1 think everyone would have heard
about it

Richard Pearson hadn't heard about it.
Pearson is the executive director of the Hlinois
State Rifle Association, one of the parties
that challenged the gun ban. “1 didn't know
anything about the meeting, but I don't get
invited to those things)” he said that afternoon.

The city’s anti-gun rhetorie, Pearson argues,
“is soke. They dom't want to address the
problem of a 49 percent dropout rate or of
deteriorating families and neighborhoods.
They just want to blame somebody else”

of his top advisers showed up for an

antiviolence march in Auburn-Gresham
organized by Father Michael Pfleger, who's
crusaded against drugs, gangs, and guns for
years. Tt started with hundreds of people
gathered around the front steps of the church
Pfleger pastors, Saint Sabina, as he introduced
Daley as “my friend and brother”

“No one in America, from the White House
1o the street, hag done more to fight gun access
in this country, and has had the courage to
stand up against the selling of ghns in ow
streets and the killing of our childrexn, than this
moan,” Plleger declared.

- Daley himself was no less impassioned. He
t01d the crowd that while he and the police
were doing their jobs, it was up to them to end
the viclencs in their communites.

“I can do as many marches as you want," he
said. “We can walk up and down the street.
We can do everything. But you have to say, one
day, Enough is enough!’ And not just saying
fthe words—we need action on the street!”

“You bring your children fnto the world—
they don’t come in with a gun! They don’t
come in with drugs! They don’t come in with
foul language!” Daley said. “Who teaches then:
that? The adults give them those three items.”

After speeches by Weis, schools chief Ron
Huberman, and leaders of Purpose Over Pain,
Daley and Pfleger led a procession along
79th and Halsted, flanked by squad cars and
uniformed officers. It blocked traffic for more
than an hour. wo

But when the march ended the politicians
and most of the police lefy Auburhi-Gresham,

%ater that evening Mayor Daley and most

- and later that hight at leasttwo people in the

neighborhood were shot. Dozens of others
were shot elsewhere in the city over the
weekend.

the weekend, 8 dead,” John Fritchey
posted as his Facebook status early the
next week. “Something has 1o be done. Now”’
Two months earlier Fritchey and feflow state
rep La Shawn Ford had called on Mayor Daley
continued on page 18
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and Governor Qub

the national guard in high-ciife part
city, Quinn puritéd to: Daley, who dis)
the idea as a quick fix and tried i
focused on hielping,

passed in Springfigl
Dileystid, - o0

st working,” Fritchey yaids
- Fritthey and Ford argued 4
s g

afe stabbing peop
with baseball bats, This i§about mioré the

“If they want to discount the nal
proposal, so be it,” he added. “Bu they betts
come back with another answer, . 5, This i§ &
problem that's getting worse, not better”

behind the podium that said "207 murders in
2010 .. . s0 far” :
f‘R’s actually 209 now;’ he said. “This was
printed a day and a haif igo and it's already
out of date.”

- conversation; saying the lefislator biotld be

A teporier asked if they kmew Chicago’s 2010
homicide count. Fritchey pointed to a poster :

imrelated appearance sarlier that day I’
ut the renewed calls for action.
inething thiat sounded like “ho”
ridéd the event by leaving the room.

erald Vérrion says he did everything he -
have to get permission to hold’
swn hall meeting at the Tuley Park .
A Hiouse on the south side. He told park
sor Donna Jonés that s expected.
00 people to attend, filled out the -
aperwork she gave him, paid $100; and: . .
vealked away thinking he'd reserved a miceting
rgom for the evening of June 30, The group
that would be meeting was [lmois Carry, an
organization that advocates for the right to
bear concealed fivearms. LN
- But on Jurnie 23, 4 week hefore the event,
was sehieduled, he got a call from Jones te]jjiag
‘him his teservation had been revoked:
Veriion says she informed hitn he hadte.
ubrr‘;it o niéw application. “She said it could
be asiother two weeks and then's commities »
wauld veview it,” Be says. :
i Vernon, & south-sider who teaches 4t
Northeasteri inois University’s Carruthiers
nter for Thner City Studies; says he'slong.

 believed that citizens should have the right to

carry concealed weapons, but became more-
active ifi the issne after hig girifriend was
robbed last yeay, “People want the ability to -
defend themselves and Daley won't et them,”
Verzion said, “And last weekend we had moréa»' ‘
than 50 shootings!”-
 Dllinois Carey has been Holding public:
indetings across the state over the last saveral.
weeks, “We worked our way into Cook County,
d Yield a meeting in Lansing with the whole
doing them in Chicago,” said,

wga're_ saying, “We rigedto .
Weneed tobe- "

P
- As luek and poox plaining would have i;

went to the Tuley Park field hiouse miyself the
night Vernon found out his reservatio
been rescinded. I'd heard about: thi
from Alderman Tyle, who was
it during the City Council gun

but I'd mistakenly thought it was scheduled
for the 231d. Jones let me know that not only
was I was a week early but the event had been
scotched sltogether. “It's not going to happen
‘hers)” she said.

1 asked why and she said she wasp't sue.

“I just recycled their fiyers,” she added. She
walked over to the recycling bin and fighed
one out.

Afer talldng to Vernon and Rowe, 1 got back
in touch with Jones. She was certain there
would be no gun-rights meeting at Tuley on
the 30th. She said Park District pificials had
decided that the Tuley Park meeting To0m
couldrrt accommodate Tlinois Carry, but she
wouldn't say who specifieally had given her the
orders, “You would have to call the marketing
director;” she said.

T called Park District spokeswoman Jessica
Maxey-Fautkner. She said she didn’t know
anything but would ook into it and get back
fo me.

1t took her the better part of & week.
“Despite published reports, the Chicago Park
District has not denied Mx. Qerald Vernon
the opportunity to host histown-hall event at
Tuley Park,” she wrote in an e-mail

“Mr. Vernon originally requested a room
in Tuley Park, which can sccommodate
approximately 150 people. The event, which
hes been advertised on a popular 1adio
station, through blast e-thail, and mass flier
disteibution, will likely attract hundreds
more. M. Vernon has been invited to submit
2 permit to host his event on the grounds of
Tuley Park, which would better accommodate
the potential crowd, and help ensure the safely
and well-being of the public”

Maxey-Faulkner couldn’t say why Tuley Patk
officials had declared that the meeting was off
altogether. “Clearly all the staff member was
certain of was that the event was too large to
be held indooxs at Tuley Park, she wrote,

Vernon, though, didn't wait on the Park
District—he arranged to move the event to
Chicago State University. Among the hundreds
who showed up for it were demonstrators led
by Father Pleger. w7 had the largest crowd
there and our young people let-them know we
wox't be disvespected,” Pfleger posted on his
Pacebook page that night.

s expected, the Supreme Court voted

_4 in favor of the chillenge to Chicago’s

andgun ban, “Self-defense is a basic right,
recognized by many Jegal systems from ancient
times to the present day, Justice Samuel Alito
wrote in the majority opinion on MeDonald v.
City of Chicago. “Individual self-defense is “the
central component’ of the Second Amendment
right” )

“Alito emmphasized that a 2008 decision
by the court arecognized thet the right to

~keep and bear arms is not ‘s tight to keep
and carry any weapon whatsoever inany
manner whatsoever and for whatever
purpose. ... We repeat those assurances here.
Trespite municipal respondents’ doomsday
proclamations, incorporation does not imperil
every law regulating firearms.”

e also went out of his way t0 slam the
Daley administration’s record on crime. Noting
TFritchey and Fords national guard proposal,
e added that Chicage’s murder tate is higher
than many other large cities’ and that black
and Latine communities a1 hit hardest. “The
Second Amendment right protects the rights
of mrinorities and other residents of high-crime
areas whose needs are not being met by elected

Te ~fRaiale? Alita Wrote, BRI

Traley held an emotional pr
a few hours after the decision was
Surrounded by city officials and leade
Purpose Over Pain, the mayor said he was
“Jisappointed” by the ruling and said it left
the handgun ban “unenforceable”

¢ we're working to rewrite our ordinance
in a reasonable and responsible way to protect
Second Amendment rights and protect
Chicagoans from gun violence,” he said. "We'll
publicly propese our new ordinance soon.”

e worldr’t say exactly how soon, and
corporation counsel Mara Georges would only
say that it would be introdaced to the City
Couneil “on an expedited basis”

Daley was also vague when asked when
sldermen would get to see the new gun
Tegislation. “We'll be talking to them again
this week, and we tatked to 2 number of them
tast weel,” he sald.

The mayor and other top city officials were
10 more forthcoming about why the gun laws
were important for police and prosecutors.
They couldn't apswer questions, for instance,
about how many people had been chazged
with violating the handgun ban.

I dom't have numbers with me,” Georges
said.

Daley called on police superintendent Jody
Wels 1o respond. “We make arrests every day
in terms of unlawfu] use of 2 Weapon, and we
use both federal statotes and state statues,”
Weis said.

_ YWhat about the city ordinance? Weis said
he didy’t know how many people had been
charged with violating Chicago’s law. “1 dor’t
have that information for you,” he said.

Nox is a figure readily availeble from the
police department’s news affairs division.
hen 1 called there asking for an exact
pumber, 1 was told Td have to submit a
Freedom of Information Act request, T did. 1
have yet to hear anything back.

Georges said it was hez understanding tha
prosecutors usually skip Chicagos ordinance
-when they decide how to charge someone
caught with a firearm in the eity, “Typically
the charge that will be charged will be the
state charge or the federal charge, because it

carries more significant penalties than the ¢
violation” ,

“That’s right,” Daley said, reminding
reporters that he'd once been & prosecutorn.
ahat's what we did all the time”

So why do we need new gun-control
Jegislation to replace old gun-conirol
legislation that’s functionally redundant wit
state and federal laws?

“We are a country of laws—we are nota
country of guns,” Daley said. I dou't think
guns protect public safety”

Daley went on to say that the res} harm
the Supreme Court ruling is that it will feer
America’s appetite for violence.

e kill move people in America than at
other nation,” he said. “We love to kill. We
can kill overseas. We export more guns tha
anybody else and we buy more guns than
anybody else. We should not be known for
that”

eale reconvened the police and fire
commiftee on June 29 to discuss the
proposed new gun ordinance, Except
there was 3 hiteh: there wasntyet an
ordinance to discuss.

“We're still working on it,” Georges, the
corporation counsel, said that afiernoon.’
hope is to have it done shorily, maybe eve
continued on page 26




continuad from page 19

tonight, and to get it before aldermen officially

by Thursday” )

That was news to several zldermen I spoke
with, “Nobody's told me anything about this”
said one who asked not to be named. “I have
to get my information from you guys in the
press”

Georges did offer a few clues about what the
new law might Jook like. During the committee

hearing staffers gave aldermen copies of the
regulations pht in placein D.C, afier the
Supreme Court knocked down its gun ban in

2 gun owner—he liked to hunt—and he tanght

me how to shoot and respect a weapon,” he

said, “Just like we educate people on the ABCs,

e also have a responsibility to change our
culture as far as the use of guns is concerned,
You can go to Arizona, you can go to Texas,
and you see people walking around with their
six-shooters on, and it’s a phenomenon that
just exists” i

Later in the meeting Weis took questions
from aldermen. The Second Ward’s Robert
Fioretti asked hirn to clarify how many people
have been charged with violating the handgnu
ban.. . L o

“Fhers haver't been many,” Weis admitted:

é next day fhévﬁxéfor and his foé aides

o they could get the law in place before

the holiday weekend—even though aldermen

still hadn’t laid eyes on it and few vere even,
aware they'd be expected {0 vote on it so soon.
“Uhaven’t seen it yet)” 33rd Ward alderman
“Richard Mell told e,
“We haven’t heard anything,” said Alderman
Lyle. . :
““Nothing yet,” said the 31st Ward’s Ray
Snavez. .
“All we know is speculation and what we've

wnn At sha canns anhoard an the radin® raid

ad arranged for a special council meeting

Ciiy officials finished writing the
ordinance in time for a Thursday-morming
mayoral press conference in Englewood. It
was missing several components Daley and
Georges had sald were important just days
earlier, including an insurance requifement
meant to protect the city from lawsuits and
the one-gun-per-person limit, Georges said
she'd concluded those provisions wouldn't
pass legal muster,

“For the safety of every Chicagoan, T
encounrage the City Council to move quickly
o consider'and enact ity Daley said.

said 29th Ward alderman Deborah Graham.
“I would also encourage the gangbangers
who are going out and getting these weapons
unlawfully to stop going out and getting
them unlawfolly

" ‘Many spoke out in some way against
bloodshed—a position that no one was
disputing, “ATl my life T've believed in the Ten
Commandments: thou shalt not Iall)” said
37th Ward alderman Emma Mitts.

The mayor insisted that aldermen had
been consulied repeatedly about the new
law: “We talked to a lot of aldermen. They
had to have input, We made swe they had
input. Some of them still have gnestiofs
about additions they want.” But no alderman

" 1spoke with had been consulted beforehand,

and several conceded to me that the process
had moved faster than they would have liked.

“T didn't see any reason 3o do it this week”
said Cochran, “It merits niore discussion.”
But he said he voted for it since 1t can be
changed down the road.

Tom Allen of the 38th Ward agreed. “Yeah, .

it was rushed through, but that’s nothing
new,” ke said, “The details don’t Teally

matter. T mean, it's not like we're selling off - . o

the parking meters this time” &

Cave to comment? Find this stery at :

2008, Georges said Chicago’s new law would The council did his bidding, The
probably be similar to that one, which includes  ordinance breezed through a sparsely
stringent registration requirements and a attended police committee that afternoon—
prohibition on semiautomatic handguns, | fewer than half a dozen sldermen were

She urged aldermen to consider institutiung. , around for most of the proceedings—and
alimit of “one handgun per person per home”.  Daley aides e-mailed coples of it to
and banning gan dealers from within ity -, eldermen who weren't there, The sides
limits—restrictions, she said, that are allowed argued that the law needed to be in place

. under the courtsTaling, ., . .. immediately for the good of public safety,

" Butatleast afew aldefmen wondered aloud  and they assured aldermen that it could
‘why the city had put so much energy into its always be changed later. .
handgun ban in the first place. Fourteenth That was enough for the aldermen I spoke 2
‘Ward alderman Ed Burke noted that he was to. "You want to have something in place 1
chairman of the police and fire comumittee 1o protect the city’ Beale told me before 3
in 1982, “1 believe it was in reaction to the . Friday’s meeting. “And we can always amend E
outrage over the attempted assassination of the  it'és we need to” ,
pope,” Burke sald. “So we rushed to judgments, “We know we are going to have to be : i
and part of the problem we five with today was'  tweaking this ordinance,” the 19th Ward’s %
sowed with an overly broad approach. Clearly Virginia Rugai said on the council foor.

. AK-47s, antomatic rifles, et cetera, should be “Y think this is 2 good start,” added, i
banned. ... But I think we weren’t willing to the Third Ward’s Pat Dowell, “I think, k]
recognize the facts because we didn’t want however, there will be some twealing of this i1
1o be seen to be weak on anti-gun laws at the ordinance that will be required after today” 31
time” e - . “Is this a perfect ordinance? Probably not,”

Twentieth Ward alderman Willie Cochran, offered Alderman Suarez, “But this is a good B
who like Burke is a former cop, sounded just start” sed
as skeptical, “These guns and the violent use “We understand that it is ever-evolving 20%.
of these guns today is not about the guns and there will be changes and there will be e
themselves,” he said. “it’s about the hand that modifications because that is what we do in e
it's in and the lack of knowledge and respect this body,” said Lyle. . pic)
that they have for the gun and for the people One alderman after another stood up to ou
that they're hurting with the guns”. give a speech in favor of the ordinance, but pUE

What's importent is to ensure that people + few had anything to say about what was in 303
have the proper training to use guns, he said. it or how it might help combat violence, “I
“Personally, my dad started teaching me about = want o thank the mayor for his hard work e
guns when I was about five years old, He was in Jeading the fight for the city of Chicago,”




